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companions; this so greatly increased his terror that
he leaped into a river, swam across it, and fled as fast
as he could. To be lighter, he had thrown away his
robe, so he was entirely naked. At the end of nine
days he reached the three Rivers, where he told his
people that he had eaten nothing during all that time,
and that at night he only took a little sleep upon a
pile of last year’s dry leaves, with which he covered
himself, having no other clothes. He took a piece
of bark which he shaped in the form of a canoe, and
floated upon it, with more fear of his enemies than
of shipwreck. Finding himself in the great lake of
Champlain,” and the wind preventing his progress,
he landed and continued his way through the thick-
ets and brambles of the woods, so that his legs were
covered with blood, and lacerated as if they had been
gashed with [260 i.e., 256] knives. I myself saw
him afterwards at Kebec, where he related all this to
me. At the same time that these poor stragglers
were returning to Kebec, I encountered among the
cabins the blasphemous sorcerer, who had not taken
the foremost place in the fight, but had been one of
the first to retreat. I told him publicly before all
his people that he had been the cause of their defeat,
that he had caused the death of his countrymen; that
I had urged him to ask God’s pardon for his blas-
phemy, and he had not been willing to believe me.
‘““Thy Captain, not having wished to banish thee
from his company, has died in thy place, it is thou
who hast slain him; be very careful to talk no more
as thou hast done; the love I bear thee caused me to
give thee good advice, but thou hast not been willing
to follow it.” This poor wretch did not say a word;
but some one else, beginning to speak, excused him,



